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Personal Note to the Chief Minister 

Member of Parliament‘s Personal Message to the Hon‘ble CM 

 
 

Being elected as a Parliamentarian from the Kandhamal was a relatively a new 

experience for me who is predominantly known for revolutionizing professional 

education, tribal uplift and sports in Odisha and India, uplifting tribal youth besides his 

sojourn in multifaceted activities for social and human development. I was extensively 

staying, touring, attending meetings with party members and flagging off many 

development initiatives in his parliamentary constituency, Kandhamal, as a part of my 

duties as a representative of the people from there since 2019 in this quarter. 

 

I flagged off the 69th Senior State Volleyball Championship (Men and Women) at 

Kandhamal and Boudh respectively. I stayed till the closing and was constantly present 

to encourage the players, interact with them and learn about their journey. The 

response towards the event was magnanimous and people expressed their gratitude to 

the counch party, for taking sports to rural areas. During the closing ceremony of the 

sporting event I talked about your vision of making Odisha‘s rural regions a sporting hub 

like the capital. It was for the first time in many decades that Kandhamal had seen such 

a grand sporting event. Likewise, I endorsed and attended another initiative of bridging 

the rural-urban gap in Odisha - transformation of Schools. I addressed at the 

programme of dedication of 10 transformed schools in Kandhamal and Boudh each 

under 5T initiative. This will enable our youth in rural areas and they in return will bring 

glory for Odisha in all fields including studies, sports & music. It will help kids dream big 

and move forward with confidence to face unique challenges of the 21st century. 

 

We arranged to distribute over 12,000 blankets and shawls to the disadvantaged across 

the 20 blocks of Kandhamal in our personal capacity. I also started the distribution drive 

of 10,000 sarees and shirts. The drive was then taken up by party workers and 

volunteers who would see the smooth distribution of the blankets, shawls and sarees to 

all the 20 blocks. The ―Mo Bandhu‖ Drive was curated in several places starting with the 

Phulbani circuit house; Old Age home Boudh Block, at PWD IB; and to aged residents 

of K Nuagaon Block, Chakapad Block, Phiringia block, Ganjuguda, Khajuripada Block, 

Harabhanga Block, Badimunda GP, to senior citizens at Raikia Panchayat Office.  
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I extensively interacted with PRI members, party workers, SHGs and other volunteers at 

every ―Mo Bandhu‖ launch across all blocks of Kandhamal Parliamentary 

Constituency.  I talked about two Guru Mantras – 

 

1. The Hon'ble Chief Minister has taken a holistic development approach across 

Odisha. He isn‘t developing a particular sector solely or a community. He 

ensures that no one is left behind and all get equal opportunities and equal aid. 

And what we need to do is, make the common people aware of the 

comprehensive support that they are receiving from the government. 

2. We need to respect our Chief Minister and need to show our respect for his 

party.  The person getting elected for the Zilla Parisad, is the nominee of the Biju 

Janata Dal and our Chief Minister. We need to keep our views and reservations 

aside and show confidence in the candidate. We need to show our loyalty to the 

party and its values. 

 

I am grateful to you for giving me the opportunity to serve the people of Kandhamal and 

the state and providing me a broader canvas to serve the society adding to my penance 

a new domain of public service besides my relentless contribution as an educationist 

and humanitarian for the last three decades. 

 

 

 

Thanking you,  

Sincerely, 

 

 
 
 
 
Achyutananda Samanta 
I.C.298  
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Debates 

Participated in Lok Sabha

 

02 Dec 2021: 

Discussion on COVID-19 pandemic and various aspects 
related to it 

 
A grave unprecedented global crisis has shocked the world - caused tragic number of 

deaths around the world, made people afraid to leave home, led to economic hardship 

not seen in many generations. The effects are rippling as we begin to live with new 

normal. Obviously, I am talking about COVID-19. But in just a few decades, the same 

description will fit another global crisis: climate change.  

 

The pandemic is awful but climate change is worse. Covid 19 and Climate Change both 

are grave challenges that the humanity is grappling with today. As awful as this 

pandemic is, climate change could be worse. The World Health Organisation (WHO) 

has warned that the new virus variant, Omicron poses ‗very high‘ global risk and may 

lead to surges with severe consequences. Many countries in Europe have been 

experiencing increase in infections in recent weeks. America is also on the radar 

besides almost 25 countries. The threat of third wave in India is looming large with this 

variant. Ramping up the testing for the early identification of Covid cases and ensuring 

adequate infrastructure for management and isolation is the only way out to handle the 

threat efficiently.  

 

Our populace, despite large numbers is fairly decent and disciplined, and abides by the 

norms and protocols set by the government for the greater interest of public. New norms 

in this regard as well will be welcomed by the public and strictly adhered to and 

cooperated with enforcement machinery. In this regard, I would submit for compulsory 

quarantine for international travellers from high risk countries for a week and follow - 

Test, Track and Treat principle.  

 

I would like to highlight few important interventions of Government of Odisha in handling 

of Covid 19 crisis and making Odisha battle-hardened and faced Ampahaan and Yaas 

bravely - Creation of Covid 19 hospitals and free treatment - Covid Care Centres for 
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Rural Odisha - Free Education to the wards of Covid 19 deceased - Financial 

Assistance package that covers almost all sections of society - Covid Warriors, 

Journalists, Farmers - Increase of social security package - Inclusion of the disaster and 

pandemic management course in Curriculum Despite Covid and challenges, he has 

done 2 massive interventions - Mo School revamping Infrastructure  

 

BSKY Smart card  

How has Odisha done it?  

 

- Decentralisation of powers to local bodies 

- Collaboration with SHGs  

- Most importantly, political will and passion in belief every life is precious  

 

Vaccination Status - 85.65 per cent of the people of the state have already received the 

first dose of the vaccine and the rate of inoculation of the second dose is 48.4 per cent, 

which is more than the national average. The state government has now launched a 

door-to-door campaign for vaccination 

 

08 Dec 2021: 
Discussion on Climate Change  

 
Text of Hon’ble MP’s Speech  

 

I thank my Hon‘ble MP colleagues Shri N K Premchandran ji and Kanimozhi ji for 

initiating this important discussion on Climate Change. Through Hon‘ble Speaker I want 

to flag the following issues - Climate Change is real and happening NOW 

 

1. Climate Change is real. It is happening now, as I speak. It is no more a talk of the 

past that Climate Change will occur if are actions are not mindful. In fact, the pandemic 

has shown it. The spread of the virus has triggered an unprecedented worldwide 

response composed of rigorous social distancing, bans, ambitious economic packages 

and, programmes for vaccination and for a while, has eclipsed all other crises, including 

the climate Change. But Climate Change can not be put in the back burner.  
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2. Now, it is a moment for the mobilisation against the climate crisis. We saw examples 

of healing of Nature during lockdowns, which though very short lived, saw a rebound. 

We all know Delhi‘s AQI improved during lockdowns or how residents of Jalandhar in 

Punjab woke up to an incredible sight in the distance: the Dhauladhar mountain range in 

Himachal Pradesh. The peaks, which are over 120 miles away, had not been sighted on 

the Punjab horizon for almost 30 years. The health of the Ganga River has seen 

significant improvement during lockdown. I don‘t say we have to go back to lockdowns, 

but we have to be mindful.  

 

3. But if the world waits for climate change to trigger an impact similar to Covid-19, it will 

be too late. Given the threat of climate change on human society and the economy, 

action against climate change should already be underway. Climate change will 

increasingly have dramatic effects on poverty, inequality as well as human and 

ecosystem wellbeing. The impacts will furthermore affect disadvantaged and vulnerable 

populations through food insecurity, higher food prices, income losses, lost livelihood 

opportunities, adverse health impacts and population displacements. Statistics from 

India The recently published Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) Sixth 

Assessment Report makes a clarion call for climate action.  

 

According to the report, the past decade (2011-2020) was warmer by 1.09°C than the 

period from 1850 to 1900, and the 1.5°C global warming threshold is likely to be 

breached soon. The IPCC report warns India against more intense heat waves, heavy 

monsoons and rise in weather extremes in the future. Just imagine, we had 2 cyclones - 

in 70‘s and 99. And in last decade, Odisha has faced more than 10 cyclones. The 

Global Climate Risk Index (2021) ranked India the seventh-most affected country by 

weather extremes. Responses to climate change vary from place to place as there are 

differences in production systems, agro-climatic and socioeconomic conditions across 

the country.  

 

What is India doing and what is the way ahead?  

 

The pressure to speed up mitigation and adaptation is at an all-time high. India is doing 

well in achieving its mitigation commitments of reducing emission intensity and 

enhancing renewable capacity. India is targeting 450 gigawatts of renewable energy 

capacity by 2030 and it has launched mega solar and green hydrogen missions. The 
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Shoonya programme by NITI Aayog, which aims to accelerate adoption of electric 

vehicles, is yet another effort towards adoption of clean technologies.With escalating 

climatic risks, there is an urgency to adopt adaptation strategies. India has some 

dedicated initiatives towards adaptation, such as the National Action Plan on Climate 

Change and the National Adaptation Fund. However, a breakthrough on adaptation and 

resilience actions is needed to save hard-earned developmental gains and adjust to 

new climate conditions. Adaptation planning needs to go beyond a business-as-usual 

approach.  

 

A development-centric approach that aligns climate change, food security, and 

livelihood perspectives and takes into consideration regional specificities is crucial for 

reducing poverty and distress migrations. To strengthen adaptation and resilience, India 

can do the following.  

 

First, it can be more prepared for climate change with high-quality meteorological data. 

With improved early warning systems and forecasting, we can tackle the crisis better. 

Premier research institutes can be roped in to develop regional climate projections for 

robust risk assessments.  

 

Second, for sustainable production systems, it is necessary to develop well functioning 

markets for environmentally friendly products and disseminate them for the desired 

behavioural change.  

 

Third, it is important to encourage private sector participation for investment in 

adaptation technologies and for designing and implementing innovative climate services 

and solutions in areas such as agriculture, health, infrastructure, insurance and risk 

management.  

 

Fourth, we need to protect mangroves and forests to address climate-related risks by 

blending traditional knowledge with scientific evidence and encourage local and non-

state actors to actively participate.  

 

Fifth, major social protection schemes must be climate-proofed. We have an opportunity 

to create resilient infrastructural assets, diversify the economy and enhance the 

adaptive capacity of rural households.  
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Sixth, for continuous monitoring and evaluation, effective feedback mechanisms must 

be developed for mid-course correction. Periodic fine-tuning of State Action Plans on 

Climate Change is crucial to systematically understand micro-level sensitivities, plan 

resource allocation, and design responses to serve at different levels of intensities of 

climate hazards. 

 

 Lessons from the Pandemic  

 

4. Climate change doesn‘t ―peak‖ — and then flatten out and then maybe dissipate or 

be permanently prevented by vaccine — so normal life resumes. Humans will have to 

contend with the implications of sea level rise, mass movements of populations and 

various kinds of extreme weather — wetter wets, hotter hots and drier dries — forever. 

There is no herd immunity to climate change. There are only endless impacts on the 

herd. Manage the unavoidable so that you can avoid the unmanageable. 

 

 5. A second principle that climate change and pandemics share is: If we don‘t take care 

of the conditions that enable us to prosper, we will not prosper in the end. China was 

reckless about importing and mixing ―terrestrial wildlife‖. It appears to have spawned 

both SARS and the coronavirus. This has to stop. If that happens, our society will need 

endless bailouts to move cities and recover from weather extremes.  

 

6. Climate change may well be the next great engine for the next pandemic. We should 

use tax incentives to make it incredibly beneficial for every utility to decarbonize their 

power generation and shift to wind, solar and other renewables. Like Covid 19, Climate 

Change affects all, irrespective of caste, creed, color, sex, race or even party affiliations. 

Fighting Climate Change 

 

 7. Fighting climate change requires a collaborative approach between all spheres of 

society. It has to be top down at macro level and awareness at micro level. In our 

villages, among the tribals and women, we see a lot of sustainable practices so our 

micro level handling will not be a problem. If it is to redress the inequalities linked to 

climate change, its response must also see significant support from high-income 

countries towards the rest of the world because they have the resources It must also 

heavily redirect resources towards local, sustainable activities, including education, 
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health, sustainable agriculture, renewable energy and the circular management of 

resources. A just transition to a sustainable model of development would be beneficial 

from a socioeconomic perspective. It would create a large amount of local employment, 

reduce exposure to volatile, expensive and largely imported fossil fuels, bring innovation 

and generate vast savings from improvements in human and ecosystem health. In 

addition, the solutions to decarbonise are largely available and, in most cases, cost-

effective.  

 

Conclusion  

 

8. The time for talking Billions is over. The 1.5 degree report tell us that we have till 

2028 to turn things around. We have to do better than what we are doing now. But that‘s 

not impossible. The solutions are in fact there. We need to focus on adaptation and 

innovation. The finance is available – it‘s not difficult to find the finance. It is about 

creating a narrative of hope and positivity and creating that compact of partners who 

really want to do something meaningful and are not just in it for a fast buck.Otherwise, 

in ten years, the planet as we know it won‘t exist. Some people have woken up to this 

reality, some people are waking up and the sooner they do it the better. It will be 

difficult. But there is hope. The Covid-19 crisis is proof. A global response is possible. 

But, in the case of climate change, a global, coordinated response, larger than the sum 

of its parts, is required.   
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Committee Meetings 

 
S. 
No. 

Date of 
Sitting 

Committee Subject Considered 

1 02/11/21 Railways 

Consideration and adoption of Memorandum No. 1 regarding 
selection of subjects for examination by the Committee 
during the year 2021-22 and to chalk out future programme 
of the Committee. 

2 26/11/21 Railways 

(i) Consideration and adoption of the following draft reports: 
(a) Action Taken by the Government on the 
Observations/Recommendations of the Committee contained 
in their 7th Report on “Demands for Grants (2021-22) of the 
Ministry of Railways”; (b) ‘Passenger Reservation System of 
Indian Railways’. (ii) Briefing by the representatives of the 
Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) on the subject ‘New 
lines/gauge conversion/ doubling/electrification and signaling 
in Indian Railways’. 

3 09/12/21 Privileges 

Oral evidence of Shri K. Shanmugam, the then Chief Secretary, 
Government of Tamil Nadu in the matter of Notices of 
question of breach of privilege dated 14 and 16 May, 2020 
given by Shri T. R. Baalu and Dr. Kalanidhi Veeraswamy, MPs 
against the Chief Secretary, Government of Tamil Nadu for 
alleged disrespectful and insulting behaviour. 

4 20/12/21 Privileges 

1) Oral evidence of the following officials in the matter of 
Complaint dated 24 August, 2020 given by Shri Devji 
Mansingram Patel, MP against Shri Bhoora Ram, Officiating 
Principal, Seth Mangal Chandra Government College, Sirohi, 
Rajasthan for not inviting him to the inaugural function of a 
New Building' and Road:- (i) Shri Bhoora Ram, Officiating 
Principal, Seth Mangal Chandra Government College, Sirohi, 
Rajasthan; and (ii) Shri R. C. Barada, Executive Engineer, 
Public Works Department, Block Aburoad, Sirohi, Rajasthan. 
(2) Oral evidence of the following officials in the matter of 
Complaint of violation of protocol norms dated 23 July, 2020 
from Shri Devji Mansingram Patel, MP against the District 
Administration and Chief Medical Officer, Sirohi:- (i) Shri 
Bhagwati Prasad Kalal, District Collector, Sirohi, Government 
of Rajasthan; and (ii) Shri Darshan Grover, Chief Medical 
Officer, Sirohi, Government of Rajasthan. 

5 28/12/21 Railways 

Consideration and adoption of the draft report on Action 
Taken by the Government on the 
Recommendations/Observations of the Committee contained 
in their 6th Report on the subject ‘Passenger Amenities 
including Modernization of Railway Stations’. Briefing by the 
representatives of the Ministry of Railways (Railway Board) 
and RLDA on the subject “Performance of Rail Land 
Development Authority (RLDA)”. 
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Questions 

Raised in question Hour (14 Questions)

 

No Q. 
NO. 

Q. Type Date  Ministry Subject 

1 3 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 29.11.2021 TRIBAL AFFAIRS 

Preservation of Saura 
Tribe and their 

Language 

2 356 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 30.11.2021 

AGRICULTURE AND 
FARMERS WELFARE 

Payment of Insurance 
Claims under PMFBY 

3 392 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 30.11.2021 

RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

Construction of Roads 
under PMGSY in 

Odisha 

4 620 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 01.12.2021 RAILWAYS 

Coach Manufacturing 
Factory 

5 894 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 02.12.2021 

HOUSING AND 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

Expansion of Urban 
Settlements 

6 1080 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 03.12.2021 

HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE 

Communicable 
Diseases in Tribal 

Areas 

7 1359 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 06.12.2021 CULTURE 

Classical status to 
Odishi Music 

8 157 
STARRED PD

F/WORD 08.12.2021 

CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 
FOOD AND PUBLIC 

DISTRIBUTION PMGKAY 

9 2010 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 09.12.2021 

MICRO,SMALL AND 
MEDIUM 

ENTERPRISES Expansion of PMEGP 

10 2277 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 10.12.2021 

AYURVEDA,YOGA & 
NATUROPATHY,UNA

NI,SIDDHA AND 
HOMEOPATHY 

(AYUSH) 

Central Research 
Institute of Yoga and 
Naturopathy (CRIYN) 

11 2527 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 13.12.2021 FINANCE 

Accounts under 
PMJDY 

12 2748 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 14.12.2021 HEAVY INDUSTRIES 

Extension of Phase-II 
of FAME Scheme 

13 2987 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 15.12.2021 RAILWAYS 

Jaleswar-New Digha 
Railway Line 

14 3412 
UNSTARRED 
PDF/WORD 17.12.2021 

CHEMICALS AND 
FERTILIZERS 

Awareness Campaign 
for Generic Medicines 

Details of Questions Framed and Answers received from the respective Ministries is 
enclosed as Appendix- I 
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Supplementary Question 

 

14.12.2021 
Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation Schemes  

 
*221. SHRI M. BADRUDDIN AJMAL: SHRI T.R.V.S. RAMESH:  

Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: (a) the details of the 

funds sanctioned/allocated/ released and utilized under various rural development and 

poverty alleviation schemes during each of the last three years, separately in each of 

the North-Eastern(NE) States, Karnataka particularly in Davangere district, Tamil Nadu 

particularly in Cuddalore district, Rajasthan particularly in Ajmer, Jaipur and Rajsamand 

districts, scheme-wise; (b) the achievements made in the above States/ districts during 

the said period under each scheme; (c) the number of people benefited in the above 

States/districts under each of these schemes; and (d) (d) the steps taken by the 

Government to ensure full utilization of funds and effective implementation of the 

schemes and completion of works in time?  

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTION 

Is the Government planning to to increase the labour budget to 25 crore person days for 

2021-22 for Odisha under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee 

Scheme for supporting the migrants who had returned to their homes during the second 

wave of the pandemic have stayed back due to reduced level of economic activities? 

QUESTION SPEECH Our Hon,ble CM, Shri Naveen Patnaik ji requested the Union 

Rural Development Ministry to increase the labour budget for the state to 25 crore 

person days for 2021-22. As demand for wage employment under the MGNREGS in 

villages jumped, there is a need for an increase in the labour budget for Odisha. Sir, the 

state is yet to receive ₹1,088.72 crore - ₹377.91 crore as wage component and ₹710.81 

crore as material component - under the MGNREGS. Timely payment of wages to poor 

jobseekers is the fundamental guarantee under the MGNREG Act. Similarly, timely 

release of payment for material is critical for the creation of tangible and durable assets 

under MGNREGA. In this context, I would like to ask is the Government planning to to 

increase the labour budget to 25 crore person days for 2021-22 for Odisha under the 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme for supporting the 

migrants who had returned to their homes during the second wave of the pandemic 

have stayed back due to reduced level of economic activities?   
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Zero Hour  

 

14.12. 2021  
Demand to minister consider sharing 60 percent of clean energy cess as demanded by 

state govt amounting to Rs. 30,000 crore 

 

Details of Hon’ble MP’s Speech  

Odisha produced 153.85 million tonnes of coal contributing to about 25% of the nation‘s 

production in 2020-21. The Centre is collecting clean energy cess at Rs.400/- per tonne, 

which amounts to more than Rs. 50,000 crore. Sharing of the cess collected with the 

state can be utilized for the economic development of the coal mining areas & the 

affected people. This will also accelerate the state‘s development in the aftermath of the 

COVID Pandemic situation. 

 

Will the Minister of coal & mines be pleased to state:- Is the centre considering sharing 

60% of the cess as demanded by the state amounting to Rs. 30,000 crore? 
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Letters to the Ministers  

 
 
06/12/21 

1.  Declaration of "Paika Bidroha" as the First War of 
Independence  

 
 
To 
 
Shri. Arjun Ram Meghwal 
Hon'ble Union Minister of State for Culture 
Government of India 
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi-110001 
MEMORANDUM 
Sub : Declaration of "Paika Bidroha" as the First War of Independence 
 
Dear Sir, 
This is to bring to your kind notice that "Paika Bidroha" also known as the Paika 
Rebellion took place in 1817, which was India 's first organized armed rebellion against 
the British raj. This was the First war of Independence for India which was 40 years 
before the revolt of1857, which was later termed as 1st War of Indian Independence 
against British Colonialism. 
 
This battle was fought under the leadership of Baxi Jagabandhu of Odisha. The legend . 
of the heroics of Baxi Jagabandhu as well as the valiant Paikas of Odisha continues 
to inspire the 4.5 crore Odias since the last two centuries. It is time, that this struggle 
and sacrifice by a generation of Odia I people got its due place in the annals of history. 
The Paika Bidroha led the path in energizing and mobilizing the people of India and 
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created strong resistance against the British raj, which ultimately led to the British 
having to leave India and India gaining its independence from foreign rule. 
 
Naveen Patnaik to declare the Paika Bidroha as the First War 
of Independence. 
 
However, people of Odisha were ~hockE:d, anguished and pained when they recently 
came to know that the Centre had refused to declare Paika Bidroha also known as 
Paika Rebellion as the First War of Independence. In reply to an Unstarred Question 
No. 485 of 2nd December, 2021 in the Rajya Sabha, Parliament of India, the Hon'ble 
Union Minister of Culture, Government of India has mentioned that "Paika Rebellion 
cannot be called the First War of Independence." Further painful is the reply, that this 
historic Paika Bidroha would be reduced to just a 'case study' in the Class-8 history 
textbook of NCERT which deals with the 1857 event, thereby rendering this momentous 
Paika Bidroha just as a footnote to the 1857 event. 
 
We, the elected people representatives of Odisha have been receiving hundreds of calls 
from Odias from Odisha, India and across the world who consider this reply as a slight 
and insult to the rich history and culture of Odisha. This is a massive damage to the 
"Odia Asmita, Odia Itihaas, Odia Sanskruti, Odia Sabhayata, Odia Ayitiha and Odia 
Parampara.''The 4.5 crore people of Odisha as well as proud Odias across the world 
are aggrieved Naveen Patnaik to declare the Paika Bidroha as the First War of  
independence. 
 
However, people of Odisha were ~hockE:d, anguished and pained when they recently 
came to know that the Centre had refused to declare Paika Bidroha also known as 
Paika Rebellion as the First War of Independence. In reply to an Unstarred Question 
No. 485 of 2nd December, 2021 in the Rajya Sabha, Parliament of India, the Hon'ble 
Union Minister of Culture, Government of India has mentioned that "Paika Rebellion 
cannot be called the First War of Independence." Further painful is the reply, that this 
historic Paika Bidroha would be reduced to just a 'case study' in the Class-8 history 
textbook of NCERT which deals with the 1857 event, thereby rendering this momentous 
Paika Bidroha just as a footnote to the 1857 event. 
 
We, the elected people representatives of Odisha have been receiving hundreds of calls 
from Odias from Odisha, India and across the world who consider this reply as a slight 
and insult to the rich history and culture of Odisha. This is a massive damage to the 
"Odia Asmita, Odia Itihaas, Odia Sanskruti, Odia Sabhayata, Odia Ayitiha and Odia 
Parampara.''The 4.5 crore people of Odisha as well as proud Odias across the world 
are aggrieved by this grievous injury to their Odia identity and history.  
 
We strongly demand along with the 4.5 crore people of Odisha, that the Government of 
India must immediately declare Paika Bidroha as the First War of Independence as has 
been repeatedly demanded and also conceded by the then Hon'ble Union Minister of 
Human Resource Development. Until thi_s demand is met, the pride and the glory of 
Odisha and the 4.5 Crore Odias will not allow us to rest for a moment. We look forward 
to your kind cooperation and support in this regard. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Biju Janata Dal MPs from Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha 
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2. Procurement of surplus parboiled rice from Odisha 

 

 

 

Odisha is estimated to procure -52- lacs tones of rice during the upcoming 2021-22 

Kharif marketing season (KMS).  

 

The state‘s own requirement of rice under the schemes is around - 24-lakh tones. This 

leaves the state with a balance of -28- lacs tones parboiled rice for evacuation. The 

Centre‘s recent decision which intimated that no surplus parboiled rice will be accepted 

from Odisha by the Food Corporation of India (FCI) has put a question mark on lifting of 

the surplus rice from the state. Non-lifting of the surplus parboiled rice from the state 

due to restrictions imposed by the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) 

can severely affect the state‘s paddy procurement operations.  

 

Historically Odisha is primarily a parboiled rice consuming state with rice milling industry 

producing parboiled rice. Hence the state is not in a position to face the situation arising 

due to the policy shift in surplus rice delivery profile imposed on the state by DFPD. It is 

noteworthy to mention that around -14-lakh farmers had sold 77.33 lakh MT of paddy 

(equivalent to 52.35 MT of rice) to the state govt. & Minimum Support Price (MSP) dues 

of around Rs. 14,444 crore have been disbursed to the farmers. This has not only 

benefitted cultivators but also strengthened the rural economy of the state.  
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I would like to request the Minister of consumer affairs, food & public distribution to 

consider the situation and give reasonable time to the state to align itself with the 

requirements of the Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) and lift the ban 

order as the non-acceptance of the rice will affect about 10-lakh farmers who are 

already hit by the severe COVID 19 Pandemic situation. 
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14/12/2021 

3. Universal coverage of Shelter Security with special focus 
on KBK & Tribal majority districts and cyclone FANI affected 
families.  
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To 
 
Shri. Giriraj Singh 
Hon'ble Union Minister 
14th December, 2021 
Ministry of Rural Development & Panchayati Raj 
Krishi Bhawan, New Delhi 110001 
MEMORANDUM 
 
Sub: Universal coverage of Shelter Security with special focus on KBK & Tribal majority 
districts and cyclone FANI affected families. 
 
Dear Sir, 
On 11th December, 2021, the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Odisha had written a letter to 
Hon'ble Prime Minister of India reiterating his earlier request to include the identified left-
out eligible households under PMAY(G) in respect of districts not affected by cyclone 
FANI. He further requested the Hon'ble Prime Minister to advise the Ministry of Rural 
Development, Government of India to open the window of Aawaas + Mobile App for the 
entire State of Odisha for a period of one month in order to migrate the data of eligible 
Households from State developed RH Portal to Aawaas+ for PMAY(G) programme. 
State conducted · identification through State developed RH Portal and found 5.09 Lakh 
eligible families in 16 districts not affected by cyclone FANI. These households are 
predominantly tribal's in the tribal areas and KBK districts of Western and Southern 
Odisha. The data of these families need to be migrated to the PWL of PMAY(G). 
 
The fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution provides special protection to these areas 
as they are tribal-dominated and to facilitate their speedy development. Also, the KBK 
regions of Odisha have been very challenging and Governments have always 
proactively come forward to help. We, the BJD MPs of Odisha, strongly feel that the 
people of Western Odisha, Scheduled areas and KBk regions of Odisha should be 
provided priority focus and houses should be provided to them at the earliest. 
There are 1.84 Lakh families who had lost their houses in theCyclone FANI and are 
staying in dilapidated house. These families are otherwise not entitled to avail normal 
PMAY(G) house. Hon'ble PM during his visit to Odisha in May, 2019 committed to 
sanction Slakhs PMAY(G) houses to cyclone FAN! affected families. PMAY-G (Special) 
houses to these 1.84Lakh families need to be sanctioned and the pre-requisite often 
listen of their name in the PWL of PMAY(G) should be waived. There might be some 
more eligible families missed out during survey through Awaas+ and RH portal. Window 
of Awaas+ should be opened for the entire State for a period of one month to cover 
these families. 
 
We hope you would kindly address our request with a sense of sympathy and look 
forward to your kind cooperation and support in this regard. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Biju Janata Dal MPs from Lok Sabha & Rajya Sabha 
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14/12/2021 

4. Follow-up on Lack of Rail Connectivity to Phulbani and 
Request for Annexe 

 

 
 
 

To, 

Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Ji 

Hon‘ble Minister of Raliways & Electronics and IT  

Government of India  

New Delhi. 

 

Subject: Follow-up on Lack of Rail Connectivity to Phulbani and Request for Annexe 

 

Most Respected Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw ji,  

 

I am writing this letter to follow-up with Hon‘ble Ministry under your able leadership on 

my request submitted to you dated  6 August 2021. I would like to draw your attention 
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again to the lack of rail connectivity in my Parliamentary Constituency, Kandhamal and 

request to facilitate our demand of expediting Khurda-Balangir rail line that will connect 

my Parliamentary Constituency.  

 

Enclosed: Brief on the issue of lack of rail connectivity in Kandhamal and possible 

solution through Annex 

 

Thanking you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Achyutananda Samanta, 

Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha), Kandhamal. 
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14/12/2021 

5. Gratitude for a visionary step of 4G Cover for unreached 
villages in Kandhamal  

 
 

 

To, 

Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Ji 

Hon’ble Minister of Railways & Communication, Electronics and IT  

Government of India  

New Delhi. 

 

Subject: Gratitude for a visionary step of 4G Cover for unreached villages in 

Kandhamal  

 

Most Respected Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw ji,  

 

I am writing this letter to you for expressing my gratitude to you for bringing forth 

a revolutionary step of providing 4G connectivity in 7287 villages of India of 44 

aspirational districts across 5 states out of which 1094 villages are form the 

aspirational district of Kandhamal. This visionary step under the able leadership of  

Shri Narendra Modi ji, Hon‘ble Prime Minister of India will connecting the unconnected. 

 

Sir, I have personally raised this issue during Question Hour and Zero Hour and to this 

effect had submitted request letters to Ex Hon‘ble Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad ji 

and subsequently to you as well. It was long due and this initiative will fulfil the 

aspirations of our people of Kandhamal. It is a right step in fulfilling mission of 

Digital India which will support educational institutions, create job opportunities 

and promote domestic manufacturing. This initiative will have a significant impact 

on promoting access to economic and social services in unconnected and Left 

Wing Extremism affected areas.I once again state that I am grateful to you for taking 

proactive steps to provide network connectivity in the villages of Kandhamal. 

 

Enclosed: Paper clippings on my gratitude to Union Government for Network 

Connectivity in Kandhamal.  

 

Thanking you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Dr. Achyutananda Samanta, 

Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha), Kandhamal. 
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20/12/2021 

6. Follow up Meeting with Shri. Giriraj Singh 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details - Appendix II 
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Media Reports 

 
 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta has put forth his demand again for building railway 

infrastructure in Kandhamal Parliamentary Constituency. On Wednesday, Dr. Samanta 

has reiterated this genuine demand before Hon‘ble Union Minister of Railways Shri 

Ashwini Vaishnav while submitting a request letter on the same. Hon'ble Minister has 

assured that action will be taken with respect to the above at the quickest possible. It is 

pertinent to mention that Shri Prasenjit Singh, Joint Secretary, Standing Committee on 

Railways had written a letter to Shri Sumeet Sharma, Chairman & CEO, Railway Board 

referring to the repeated demand presented by Hon'ble MP on the floor of the house 

while representing the aspirations and long pending demand of the people of 

Kandhamal in this regard. Dr. Samanta has expressed his hope that the new minister in 

office will intensify the work on connectivity of Railways to Kandhamal parliamentary 

constituency. 
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Achyutananda Samanta | Parliamentary and Constituency Performance Report 31 

Kandhamal Constituency - Efforts and Roadmap 

 
 
Guided by the words and direction of our Hon‘ble Chief Minister, in accordance with the 
5T‘s philosophy specified by him, I am proud to have worked humbly for the people of 
Kandhamal these past few months.  

October 2021 

26/10/21  

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta interacted with the office bearers of Biju Chhatra 
Janata Dal 
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November 2021 

10/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the "Mo Bandhu" volunteers of 

Khajuripada 

 

 

10/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta met the office bearers of Rotary International for 

establishment of an eye hospital at Phulbani 
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10/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the "Mo Bandhu" volunteers, PRI 

representatives and party workers at Chakapad block  

 

 
 

 

 

10/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the "Mo Bandhu" volunteers, PRI 

representatives and party workers at Phiringia block  
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11/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta visited the construction site of Govt. Medical College, 

Phulbani 
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11/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated 69th Senior State Volleyball 

Championship (Women) at Boudh 
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11/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated newly constructed building of District 

Athletic Association, Boudh 

 

 
 
 

11/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the PRI members of Boudh district  
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11/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta attended and addressed at the inauguration of the 

schools transformed under 5T programme by Hon'ble CM through VC  at Phulbani 
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12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated 69th Senior State Volleyball 

Championship (Men) at Phulbani 
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12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta attended DISHA meeting at Phulbani  

 

 

12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated additional classrooms of Pattashree 

HighSchool of K.Nuagaon Block 
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12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Community centre at Mahasingi of K 

Nuagaon Block  

 

  

 

12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the "Mo Bandhu" volunteers, PRI 

representatives and party workers at K. Nuagaon block  
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12/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed on the occasion of 69th Senior (Men) 

Volleyball and Dhaba Volleyball tournament Baliguda  Block 

 

 

 

 

13/11/21 

Inauguration of Misson Shakti Gruha at Raikia 
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13/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta addressed the party workers and PRI members at 

BJD organisational meeting organised at Raikia  

 

  
 

13/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated newly constructed additional classrooms 

of Kamala Nehru HighSchool of Tikabali Block 
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14/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta  attended the closing ceremony of the state level 

senior volleyball tournament at Phulbani 

 

  

22/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta  attended the inauguration of Distribution of Smart 

Health Card under BSKY and inauguration of Developmental projects  by Hon'ble CM at 

Kandhamal 
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25/10/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta  attended the inauguration of Distribution of Smart 

Health Card under BSKY and inauguration of Developmental projects  by Hon'ble CM at 

Boudh  
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26/11/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta attended the meeting of Standing Committee on 

Railways and demanded for development of railway infrastructure in Kandhamal and  

quick execution of pending projects of Odisha 
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30/11/21 

Hon'ble MP attended BJD parliamentary party meeting at New Delhi 
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December 2021 

23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Mobile Tower at Kalaskhaman GP 

 

   

   
 

23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Revenue IB at NAC, Dasapalla 
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23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Newly constructed GP office at Soroda 
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23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Office of the Sub-Registrar at Dasapalla 

 

  
 

23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Tahasil Office at Dasapalla 
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23/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Dr. Achyuta Samanta inaugurated Union Bank of India at Chadeyapalli  

 

 
 

29/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Inaugurated Aadarsha Market (Rural Hat) at GochhapadaGP 

 

 



Achyutananda Samanta | Parliamentary and Constituency Performance Report 51 

29/12/21 

Hon'ble MP attended the party worker‘s meeting at Polshagora, Kantamal 

 

  

 

29/12/21 

Hon'ble MP Inaugurated Kalyan Mandap at Palshagora, Kantamal 
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Appendix-I 

Questions raised during Question Hour and Answers received from the respective 
Ministries. 

 

Questions 1 : Q 3 

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF TRIBAL AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.3 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 29.11.2021 

  

PRESERVATION OF SAURA TRIBE AND THEIR LANGUAGE 

 

  

3. SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA: 

 Will the Minister of TRIBAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state: - 

  

(a) whether the Government is aware of the Saura (Sabar) tribe from the Gajapati and Koraput districts of Odisha and 

their script Sora Sompeng; 

  

(b) if so, the steps being taken by the Government to save the Saura language from the threat of extinction which will 

be detrimental for their distinct ethnic identity; 

  

(c) if not, the reasons therefor; 

  

(d) whether the children of the above-mentioned community are forced to drop out of school as they are unable to 

understand Odia and other languages in which being taught, if so the details thereof and the steps being taken by the 

Government in this regard; 

  

(e) whether the Government is planning to officially recognise the Saura (Sabar) language by including it in the 8th 

Schedule of the Indian Constitution and if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 

  

  

ANSWER 

  

MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRIBAL AFFAIRS 

(SMT. RENUKA SINGH SARUTA)   

 (a): Saura is one of the primitive tribe with sizeable population in Gajapati and Rayagada (which was part of the 

undivided Koraput district) districts in Odisha.  Pandit Mangei Gamango, an eminent person of the Saura 

community had invented Saurang Sompeng Script. 

(b): Government of Odisha has recognized Saura language under its language policy for Multi Lingual Education 

(MLE) intervention. Primers of Saura language has been developed by Government of Odisha for using in primary 

education.  

           Academy of Tribal Languages & Culture (ATLC) organizes training programmes in Saura language from time 

to time for grass-root level field functionaries and primary teachers in Saura dominated areas for acquiring 

communication skills in Saura language. Besides, Academy has also published books on Saura language, culture & 

folklore for propagation of Saura language. ST & SC Development Department, Government of Odisha has also 

published Bi-lingual Dictionary & Tri-Lingual Proficiency Module in Saura language under MLE intervention which 

have been distributed among the schools of Gajapati & Rayagada district of Odisha.  New Education Policy also 

stipulates that young children learn and grasp quickly in their home language and mother tongue. Accordingly, Central 

and State Government are making efforts to encourage multi-lingual policy for imparting education. 

 (c): Does not arise.   

 (d): Government of Odisha has taken adequate steps for zero dropouts in schools which also includes Saura 

community students. Further, a flagship programme under the banner “SAMHATI” has been launched by ST & SC 

Development Department, Govt of Odisha  for promotion of Multi Lingual Education (MLE). Distribution of  Saura 

primers among all children has been planned under SAMHATI initiative. 

 (e): Ministry of Home Affairs, the nodal Ministry for inclusion of languages in the Eighth Schedule to the 

Constitution, has stated that there are 22 languages included in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution and there have 

been demands for inclusion of more languages. As the evolution of dialects and languages is a dynamic process, 

influenced by socio-cultural, economic and political developments, it is difficult to fix any criterion for languages, 

whether to distinguish them from dialects, or for inclusion in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. Government of 

India is conscious of the sentiments and requirements for inclusion of other languages in the Eighth Schedule. Such 

requests have to be considered keeping in mind these sentiments, and the other relevant considerations. 

***** 
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Questions 2 : Q 356 
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Questions 3 : Q 392 

 

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

LOK  SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 392 

  ANSWERED ON 30/11/2021 

 

CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS UNDER PMGSY IN ODISHA 

 

392.  SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA: 

 

Will the Minister of RURAL DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

 

(a)  whether the Government is on track to achieve its goals in Odisha for construction of 

rural roads under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) for this financial 

year, if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; 

(b)  the targets set out for the next financial year, and the details thereof; and 

(c)  whether the Government is considering implementation of another phase of this 

scheme to link all the remaining economically backward/LWE affected areas in 

Odisha and the rest of the country to the core network, if so, the details thereof, if not, 

the reasons therefor? 

 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT  

(SADHVI NIRANJAN JYOTI) 

 
(a)    The Status of projects under various verticals of PMGSY for the State of Odisha as on 26

th
November, 

2021 is as under: - 

Vertical Sanctioned Completed Balance Cumulative 

Expenditure 

(Rs in 

Crore) 

  

Roads 

(Nos.) 

Length 

(km) 

Bridges 

(Nos.) 

Value 

of 

project 

(Rs in 

Crore) 

Roads 

(Nos.) 

Length 

(km) 

Bridges 

(Nos.) 

Roads 

(Nos.) 

Length 

(km) 

Bridges 

(Nos.) 

PMGSY-I 15,834 61,163 530 25,946 15,530 58,382 446 304 428 84 25,533 

PMGSY-II 636 3,672 30 1,698 549 3,603 20 87 53 10 1,479 

RCPLWEA 48 486 2 443 23 294 0 25 191 2 278 

PMGSY-III 985 6,478 71 4,032 2 207 0 983 6,272 71 378 

Total: 17,503 71,799 633 32,119 16,104 62,486 466 1,399 6,944 167 27,668 

       

 In the financial year 2021-22, against a target of 2,700 km of road length, the State of Odisha has 

completed 290 Km as on 26th November, 2021. Against target of 326 habitations to be connected 

during 2021-22, the state has connected 146 habitations as on 26th November, 2021. 

(b)   The target for next financial year has not been decided yet.   

(c)   PMGSY is a onetime intervention to provide all weather connectivity to habitations with 

population size 500+ in plain areas and 250+ in North-Eastern States, Himalayan States and 

Himalayan Union Territories, Deserts and Tribal Areas as per 2001 census. As against this all 

sanctions have been given. Currently, works are in progress under various verticals of PMGSY and 

substantial expenditure is being made under the scheme every year. At present, there is no proposal 

for another phase of the scheme to provide connectivity to remaining unconnected habitations located 

in economically backward/ Left Wing Extremism affected areas in Odisha and the rest of the country 

apart from the dispensation mentioned above.  

***** 
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Questions 4 : Q 620 

 

 

 

                                         GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

                                         MINISTRY OF RAILWAYS 

 

                             LOK SABHA 

                                    UNSTARRED QUESTION NO.620 

                                   TO BE ANSWERED ON 01.12.2021 
 

 

COACH MANUFACTURING FACTORY 

 

 620.  SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA: 

          

            

           Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased to state: 

    

 

(a) whether the Government has any plans for establishing the wagon 

manufacturing unit in Sitalapalli, Ganjam District, Odisha, for which 

land has been earmarked by the State Government;  
 

(b)   if so, the timeframe thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and 
 

(c) whether the Government will consider opening a coach 

manufacturing factory as well in Odisha as an alternative, 

considering the demand for coaches in the country, especially on 

the basis of post-COVID demand? 
 

ANSWER 

MINISTER OF RAILWAYS, COMMUNICATIONS AND               

ELECTRONICS & INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

                                    

(SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW) 
 

 

(a) and (b): Wagon Factories are set up keeping in view the Railways’ 

overall requirement of the wagons. Existing wagon manufacturing 

capacity in the country is adequate. At present, there is no proposal to 

set up a wagon factory at Sitalapalli in Ganjam District of Odisha. 

(c) A pre-requisite to setting up Railway coach factory is a sustained 

demand of coaches in the future. The requirement of coaches vis-à-vis 

available manufacturing capacity has been reviewed recently and 

requirement of main line coaches in near future does not justify 

immediately initiating construction of a new coach factory. 

***** 
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Questions 5 : Q 894 

 
  

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 894 

TO BE ANSWERED ON DECEMBER 02, 2021 

 

EXPANSION OF URBAN SETTLEMENTS 

 

NO. 894.   SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA: 

 

Will the Minister of HOUSING AND URBAN AFFAIRS be pleased to 

state: 

 

(a)  whether the NITI Ayog in its recent report, ‘Reforms in Urban 

Planning Capacity in India’ has stated that 65 per cent of the 

7933 urban settlements in the country do not have any master 

plan and if so, the details thereof; 

(b)  the steps taken by the Government to make sure that there is 

planned growth and expansion of all urban settlements; 

(c)  whether there are enough qualified town planners in the country 

and if so, the details thereof; 

(d)  if not, the steps taken by the Government to increase the number 

of town planners; and 

(e)  whether the Government proposes to integrate urban planning 

with other relevant national schemes such as Atmanirbhar 

Bharat, Smart Cities, AMRUT etc. and if not, the reasons 

therefor? 

…2/- 
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Questions 6 : Q 1080 
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Questions 7 : Q 1359 

 
 
  

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

 

LOK SABHA 

 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 1359 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 06.12.2021 

 

CLASSICAL STATUS TO ODISHI MUSIC 
 

1359. SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA: 

 

Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:  

 

(a)  whether the Government has received repeated requests from the Odia community 

and various representatives regarding the need to give classical status to Odishi music 

(vocal and instrumental) classical status, so that it may popularize music and bring 

joy to music lovers across the country;  
 

(b)  if so, the details thereof; 
 

(c)  whether the Government is considering granting classical status to Odishi music; and 
 

(d)  if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor? 

 

 

MINISTER OF CULTURE, TOURISM & DEVELOPMENT OF  

NORTH EASTERN REGION 

 

(G.KISHAN REDDY) 

 

ANSWER 

 

(a & b)  Sangeet Natak Akademi, an autonomous organization working under M/o Culture, 

Government of India, has received proposals from the following in this regard:  
 

1. Guru Gopal Chandra Panda, Founder President/  Chairman, Guru Gopal 

Panda Odishi Academy, Bhubaneswar, Odisha.      
      

2. Prof. P.K. Mishra, Chairman, Institute of Indian Music, Bhubaneswar, Odisha. 
 

3. Dr. Amar Patnaik, Member, Rajya Sabha 

 

(c & d) The Government does not confer classical status to any Musical form. 

 

*** 
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Questions 8 : Q 157 
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Questions 9 : Q 2010 
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Questions 10 : Q 2277 

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF AYUSH 

 

LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION NO-2277  

TO BE ANSWERED ON 10
TH

 DECEMBER, 2021 

 

CENTRAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE OF YOGA AND NATUROPATHY 

(CRIYN) 

 

2277. SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA:  

SHRI PATEL HASMUKHBHAI SOMABHAI:  

 

Will the Minister of AYUSH be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government is establishing Central Research Institutions (CRIs) of 

AYUSH in each State of the country and if so, the details thereof State-wise;  

 

(b) the details of the funds provided by the Government for establishment of such 

CRIs along with the utilization thereof;  

 

(c) the status of the Central Research Institute of Yoga & Naturopathy (CRIYN) to 

be established in Bhubaneswar and the time by which it is likely to be 

completed considering that land has already been identified for the same; and  

 

(d) the status of the approved integrated 50 bedded AYUSH Hospital in Balasore, 

for which land has been identified and DPR prepared, and the expected 

timeframe for its completion? 

 

ANSWER 

THE MINISTER OF AYUSH 

(SHRI SARBANANDA SONOWAL) 

 

(a) to (c): At present, there are no approved proposals for establishing Central 

Research Institutes of Yoga and Naturopathy (CRIYNs) anywhere in the country. 
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Ministry of Ayush is promoting, propagating and strengthening the system of 

Naturopathy by multiple interventions through its two Autonomous Bodies namely 

Central Council for Research in Yoga & Naturopathy (CCRYN), New Delhi and 

National Institute of Naturopathy (NIN), Pune. 

 

(d): Ministry of Ayush is implementing the Centrally Sponsored Scheme of the 

National AYUSH Mission (NAM) through States/UTs and providing financial 

assistance to them for development & promotion of Ayush systems as per the 

proposals submitted by them in their respective State Annual Action Plans 

(SAAPs) in accordance with the NAM guidelines.   

Under NAM, Ministry of Ayush has approved a 50 bedded Integrated Ayush 

Hospital at Balasore District during the year 2019-20 as per the proposal submitted 

by Government of Odisha through SAAP. An amount of Rs. 60.00 lakhs has been 

released as Central share to the State Government of Odisha for the same.  

Implementation of the approved activities of SAAP comes under the purview of 

respective State Governments.  

*** 
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Questions 11 : Q 2527 
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Annexure as referred to in part(a) of reply to Lok Sabha Q.No. 2527 for 13.12.2021 

numbers in lakh(as on 24.11.2021) 

S.No State/UT 

Total  

PMJDY 

Accounts 

Rupay  Debit Card 

issued 

1 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 0.47 0.39 

2 Andhra Pradesh 117.19 91.32 

3 Arunachal Pradesh 3.73 3.09 

4 Assam 199.72 107.05 

5 Bihar 498.55 385.45 

6 Chandigarh 2.76 1.88 

7 Chhattisgarh 157.54 103.90 

8 

Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & 

Diu 2.09 1.39 

9 Delhi 50.53 41.18 

10 Goa 1.69 1.16 

11 Gujarat 165.28 126.67 

12 Haryana 82.50 62.10 

13 Himachal Pradesh 15.60 11.96 

14 Jammu & Kashmir 25.26 18.51 

15 Jharkhand 158.47 111.98 

16 Karnataka 155.34 96.18 

17 Kerala 48.64 29.29 

18 Ladakh 0.21 0.19 

19 Lakshadweep 0.06 0.05 

20 Madhya Pradesh 364.96 297.02 

21 Maharashtra 308.83 216.32 

22 Manipur 10.16 6.79 

23 Meghalaya 6.07 4.11 

24 Mizoram 3.15 1.15 

25 Nagaland 3.40 2.83 

26 Odisha 181.65 140.24 

27 Puducherry 1.66 1.26 

28 Punjab 75.22 59.54 

29 Rajasthan 305.90 241.09 

30 Sikkim 0.85 0.62 

31 Tamil Nadu 114.22 91.53 

32 Telangana 103.87 84.17 

33 Tripura 8.42 3.04 

34 Uttar Pradesh 756.69 539.05 

35 Uttarakhand 28.23 21.85 

36 West Bengal 435.40 274.39 

Total 4394.31 3178.70 

Source: Banks 
 

 



Achyutananda Samanta | Parliamentary and Constituency Performance Report 71 

Questions 12 : Q 2748 
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-2- 

 

iv. GST on electric vehicles has been reduced from 12% to 5%; GST on chargers/ 

charging stations for electric vehicles has been reduced from 18% to 5%. 

v. Ministry of Road Transport & Highways (MoRTH) announced that battery-operated 

vehicles will be given green license plates and be exempted from permit requirements. 

vi. MoRTH issued a notification advising states to waive road tax on EVs, which in turn 

will help reduce the initial cost of EVs. 

 

***** 
 



Achyutananda Samanta | Parliamentary and Constituency Performance Report 73 

Questions 13 : Q 2987 
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Questions 14 : Q 3412 

 

 

  

 

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 

MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 

DEPARTMENT OF PHARMACEUTICALS 

 

LOK SABHA 

UNSTARRED QUESTION No. 3412 

TO BE ANSWERED ON 17th December, 2021 

 
Awareness Compaign for Generic Medicines 

 

 

3412. SHRI ACHYUTANANDA SAMANTA:  

 

Will the Minister of CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS be pleased to state:  

 

(a) the number of Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) Centres functioning in 

the country, State-wise;  

(b) the details of steps being taken by the Government to ensure that medicines are consistently available 

at these Centres at reasonable prices, so that patients are not compelled to buy medicines at higher 

prices; and  

(c) the details of the steps being taken by the Government to enhance awareness regarding the efficacy 

of generic medicines and build confidence in the same? 

 

 

ANSWER 

 

MINISTER IN THE MINISTRY OF CHEMICALS AND FERTILIZERS 

(Dr. MANSUKH MANDAVIYA)                                

 

(a):  As on 12.12.2021, about 8,578 Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) 

are functional under the Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana (PMBJP) covering 

all districts of the country. State/Union Territory-wise list of PMBJKs is enclosed as 

Annexure. 

 

(b):  In order to make Janaushadhi medicines more accessible, Information Technology (IT) 

enabled End-to-End supply chain system with Point-of-Sale (PoS) application for value added 

services has been implemented under the scheme.  The medicines to individual Kendras are 

supplied through three warehouses at Gurugram, Chennai and Guwahati and 39 distributors 

appointed across the country.  

 

(c):  Pharmaceutical & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI), the implementing agency for 

the scheme spreads awareness about generic medicines through various types of advertisements 

such as TV, FM Radio, Auto wrapping, Cinema, Bus Brandings, State Transport Bus Stands, 

Digital Screen Advertisement at Railway Stations, etc.  In addition, PMBI also educates the 

public regularly about usages of Jan Aushadhi generic medicines through various social media 

platforms like Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Youtube, etc. The Bureau also organizes seminars 

and workshops to spread awareness about the scheme. Further, to propagate achievements of 

the scheme and create awareness about its benefits Jan Aushadhi Diwas is celebrated every 

year on 7th March.  
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Appendix - II 

 
 
1.  Declaration of "Paika Bidroha" as the First War of Independence  
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2. Universal coverage of Shelter Security with special focus on KBK & Tribal 
majority districts and cyclone FANI affected families. 
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3. Follow-up on Lack of Rail Connectivity to Phulbani and Request for Annexe 
 

 
 

 

 

Room No. 205, Odisha Bhawan 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-110021 

 
14th Dec, 2021 

 

 
To, 
 
Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Ji 
Hon’ble Minister of Raliways & Communications, Electronics and IT  
Government of India  
New Delhi. 
 
Subject: Follow-up on Lack of Rail Connectivity to Phulbani and 
Request for Annexe 
 
 

Most Respected Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw ji,  
 
I am writing this letter to follow-up with Hon’ble Ministry under your able 
leadership on my request submitted to you dated 6 August 2021. I would 
like to draw your attention again to the lack of rail connectivity in my 
Parliamentary Constituency, Kandhamal and request to facilitate our 
demand of expediting Khurda-Balangir rail line that will connect my 
Parliamentary Constituency.  
 
Enclosed: Brief on the issue of lack of rail connectivity in Kandhamal and 
possible solution through Annex 
 
Thanking you. 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dr. Achyutananda Samanta, 
Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha), Kandhamal. 
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4. Gratitude for a visionary step of 4G Cover for unreached villages in Kandhamal 
 
 

 

 

 

Room No. 205, Odisha Bhawan 
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-110021 

 
14th Dec, 2021 

Ref:     
 
 

To, 

Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw Ji 

Hon’ble Minister of Railways & Communication, Electronics and IT  

Government of India  

New Delhi. 

 

Subject: Gratitude for a visionary step of 4G Cover for unreached villages in 

Kandhamal  

 

Most Respected Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw ji,  

 

I am writing this letter to you for expressing my gratitude to you for bringing 

forth a revolutionary step of providing 4G connectivity in 7287 villages of India 

of 44 aspirational districts across 5 states out of which 1094 villages are form 

the aspirational district of Kandhamal. This visionary step under the able leadership 

of Shri Narendra Modi ji, Hon’ble Prime Minister of India will be connecting the 

unconnected. 

 

Sir, I have personally raised this issue during Question Hour and Zero Hour and to this 

effect had submitted request letters to Ex Hon’ble Minister Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad 

ji and subsequently to you as well. It was long due and this initiative will fulfil the 

aspirations of our people of Kandhamal. It is a right step in fulfilling mission of 

Digital India which will support educational institutions, create job opportunities 

and promote domestic manufacturing. This initiative will have a significant 

impact on promoting access to economic and social services in unconnected 

and Left Wing Extremism affected areas.I once again state that I am grateful to you 

for taking proactive steps to provide network connectivity in the villages of Kandhamal. 

 

Enclosed: Paper clippings on my gratitude to Union Government for Network 

Connectivity in Kandhamal.  

 
Thanking you. 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Achyutananda Samanta, 
Member of Parliament (Lok Sabha), Kandhamal. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
www.achyutasamanta.com 
 
 
 
 

Follow:  

 

 

http://www.achyutasamanta.com/

